1869-72.]   THEIR CONCENTRATION PROPOSED.    125

55,643 ; it is now reduced to a force of 46,874, all
tolci Under these circumstances, I cannot see the
necessity for maintaining in 1869 ^ie same number
of commands - in - chief for a total of 192,000 men,
as was kept up in 1857 for 276,000 men, when
neither railways nor steam communication presented
the facilities of locomotion they now offer. I am
therefore of opinion that, without any detriment
to the service, a saving of ^23,000 can be effected
by the reduction of the Madras and Bombay com-
mands-in-chief.'

The Earl of Mayo was resolved above all things
that there should be no ground for suspecting that
his Government tampered with the efficiency of the
Native army for the sake of economy. His Finance
Minister very appropriately raised the question as
to whether such a concentration of the three com-
mands would not impair the value of the local
armies as a counterpoise against each other, In case
of the mutiny of one or other of them. To this,
Major-General Sir Henry Durand replied: * I do
not think that this proposal involves, as supposed
by my honourable colleague, Sir R, Temple, a fusion
of the Native armies and a loss of their traditions.
That result is not a necessary consequence, for there
is nothing to prevent the department of the Adjutant-
General having, when amalgamated, distinct sections
for the Bengal, Madras, and Bombay Native armies,
the recruiting of which should, in my opinion, be
kept perfectly distinct; the reliefs of which also should
be made to circulate within, so to speak, provincial